Officials to decide if creek eligible for ‘superfund’

Agepcy officials alse are expected 1o meet Langiey sald the chances of getting

wa@u,m BLACKWELL
Of the News-Deraocrat
CAHOKIA — Environmestal officials
are enpecied 1o meet loter this week Lo
determune of Dead Creek would be eligible
for federal cleanup asaistaoce through &
recently crested “supertusd ™
The $1.6 billioa “superfund™ is designed
1o make money avaitabie lor cleanup of
sarardous waste sites throughout the
country. The Wil creating \he fund was
passe hy Congress last week and is
awatung President Carter’s signalure.
Carter i expected 0 sign e bill.

Federal Eny ction

sooa 10 review dats complied by the state- lederal assistance are an '

Eaviroomenial Protection Agency on the
contamnated ared to assist 18 the federal
ollicials’ analys:s of the situstion,

State officials are boping (o have Dead
Creek placed on the “superfund” lisl.

“It we can prove thete is an imminent
hazard to 3 navigable waterway, it would
make il eligible lor immediate federal
sssistance,” 5218 Geolf Langley, an IEPA
emergency Tesponse speciahst. “It’s still
too tarly lo know bul it would appear Dead
le be eligible at some point lm

ot some type of assistance.”

‘excelient
probadlity” and the superfund “would be
more applicable {or Desd Cr«k. It would
greatly assist us In the cleanup.”

The state’s hazardous waste fund doesn’t
have enough money — $75.000 — to

ely clean the ares. The cost of
cleaning Dead Creek has been estimated lo
be more than §{ mullion.

He said the federal government would
prodably formulate & priority priority list
of the hazardous dumyp sites around the
aation that would be eligible for cleanup
funds. “'Superivad” money may be dis-

tribuled oo a regional basis, Langley said.
Federal officials could not be reached for
comment.,

The creek, a dry old drainage dllch
meanders through & north Cahokis re-
sidential area before emptying into the
Mississippi River, about sevea miles from
the creek’s source in Sauget,

A one-hall mile, X feet wide quarantined
area, near lilincis 3 bounded by Queeny
Avenue in Sauget ané Judith Lane ia
Cahokia, has been found o have dange-
rously hiln levels of loxic chemicals

the groundwater. Found in the creek’'sbed  The cluuup, in this case, would simply

were polychlorinated biphenyls or PCBs,
phosphorous, and 20 texic chemicals. State
olficials suspect 8 waste hauler dumped
the wasle in the creek, possibly years age.

Since th: state has found the ground-
water to tontain twe heslih-threatenin
chemicals -~ chiorinated bensenes nn’
chiorophenols ~ the ares may qushily
under the Federal Water Poliution aoﬂni
Act, Langley said. The act has a revelvin,
poliution fund that is used for cleanup of J
spills and selected hazardous waste ma-

s
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Dead Creek evaluated by EPA
officials for clean-up assistance
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CAHOKIA — While gersons in Wa.
shunpton were Lalking Thursday about the
£1.5 bithon superiund siyned into taw that
day by Preadent Jimmy Carirr, US.
Environmental Protection Agency of-
BTt ee-Hewd Cree R T TIMGIG3 16 See
i 1t would quahly for lederal clean-vp
A niance.

And although 3 decision on which
harscdous waste sites witl quahify for the
superfund 15 2 Jong way off. John Renkes,
1EPA emergency response umit supervi-
s, sud US. EPA oflicials told him the
sie appeared 10 be 2 candidaly for 1he
prevtam,

Tom Ruttecof the US. EPAnIlicewason
» field assignment 1 morning and tould
not be reached fur comment.

‘Redkes toured the tite with Rutter
Thur~day alternoen. In sdditon 10 con-
s10vr ataon for clean-up funds, he said the
wasle dump was evaluated for pussible
methods of cleanup.

IEPA up 0 this putnt has beea deter-
ruming the extent of 1he contamanation. He
s31d federal officrals agreed that the
probiem 1s contained in the three quarters
ol amae siretch between Queeny Avenuveia

Sauget and Judnlh Lane mCaholm that has’
been (enced ofl.

N dispnsal determinations were made
during the inspection, Renkes said. Dul
amoox the alternatives thal will be con-
sidefed by both agrncies is excavating the
site 10 dispose of the matenals or en-
lomhmg ihe waste at the site,

“To dig intv it may cause more com.
tamination,” Renkes said. The entombd-
ment oplion would seal the maarrinls in
clay and the site would be continvally
monitored by EPA o ensute no h-alule
octurred,

High concentrations of 20 toxic mruls
and polychlorinated biphenyix, or PCHs,
wyre lound in ihe ditch this summer.

In addition to superfund, the sile has
been considered for clran-up money under
the federal water nnllutum. coantrnd, ad.,
called the revolving pallution lyad.

The U.S. Coast Guard, which adminis-
ters the fund, declared the site ineligible
aariwe this year because the situaiion had
not threatened surface water,

Chiorinated beazene and chioraphenols,
two foxic chemicals, were found in ground
water near the diich in Novemeber. Groll
Langley, of IEPA’s emergency response
umt, said the possibility remains that

_saturated in the 30il with some seeping Inle

terials, he said.
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surface water cwld become contaminated,’
bul there was "'noimminent threal {o water:
3 that ime.™

Keed Neuman, assistant atlorncy gene--
ral 10 the environmental control division,!
sitid Yhat the state will continue (o punive,
heads on who was respunsible for the dump.

“We're npt guing 10 Rit around saying
we'll play our ace in the hole,” Neuman!
said of i pussibility of Tedera) assistance. -

Evenof Dead Crevk is placed on 3 hist of
nmldaws l-x the lederal asuistance pro:,

ram, it's “nol 2 ;uranl«dan)lhmg. :

ruman savd.

Uead Crrek could turnoutiobe vemwdy
insigmlicant when compared with other
hazurdous waste probiems ihioughout the,
nation, he 121d.

Neuman sad the apgency is douu: alotof,

Aunanig!” Anst wIrevees St Yan Taentiiv.

persons respunsible for about 10 lo 20
percent of the wasle.

"We're deating with a tol ol people whe
coninbuied 10 the kituation,” he sard. Bul
be suid legal action would not be started
uniil more nersons who were involved are,
identidwed,

Total cost of cleanup has been mmuu-d,
L more than $1 ruthon, H

be s “conlainment measure™
contaminated groundwater from
surface water, hngm aid,

o puvr,pl

Meaawhile, state EPA officials are coa-

tinuing to analyse the remaining soil and
water samples taken from the atea™a

October, Theee results sre s part of Phase |,

Two, which would determine the extent of
lhe s0il and water conlamination in the
area. They may be known ia » month.

“We're getting a good picture on the *

extent of the contaminatien,” Langley
sl

Tests find wells near Dead Creek uncontammated
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found to be unconlaminated A dramage

Between Queeny Avenue in Seuget and

rroek’s wathern end

the News-De macrat

can 1\\)\ %eils in the - ad Creek
4200 hove deen Land W0 he uacontaminat-
1, areotéirg 10 e Lkt 1ests results By
e e

T res. Ns, refeased 1is mavk, heip
somLmle 1B evest of contamastee
1o the creek The Westing was Degus o
tir wpt. mbes 0y the Dhowy Esures-
Detlal Protatod Ageny.

W I Aear the crvvk wese sampled and

cut between ke creck and » pond o8 the
endrrn burdet of the creek contsined high
Sevels of metals

James Kelty. a themixt fur the TEPA.
sa14 the resulls "ace pretty uch what wr
expreird 1t ta b

[n additiiaal to the water weil reulti, the
v rolly completed tests alao showed the
Tollowming.

* The maosl severe contaminatton s
primarily conlined to the crevk’s bed

Judith Lane 1n Cabokia, Previnus test
sesulis showed varicus level, of con.
taminadion outzide the crerk’s dunks, sume
three blocks south ol Judith Lenr.

Tedl on the crech’s marth vad ncas
Quecny Avenue, Jbeul 8 yards frm the
slrvet, discovered (700 pasts pr miiion
of pulychorinated biphyayls. 18e & copla
ble el 18 50 parts per mlion. Lo r
concentrations of PO su~prrted of
tausng concer, were foand lmard the

» There was no additional movement of
Comamirants o the yroundwater ne el
near Ihe £reed, Twoe toxic vheemioale,
chifinated benzenes and (Rktuphenuls,
were fuiom a e g et -
November.

& A 23Mph4 were pegalve snly when
e ot frmaniad wadriturtedd Whens the
rild are disturied, “pdest iy barmbul
vapors are reteawd,” HRPA offurinbs worn.

Kelty sadl the slate ool poriwdo sty

that were unl l-t -mlmu d Ihtoo-
tuminstivas. There was 3 "very small
Mmuvement' st the comtaminants, be saud.
Near the cxtensive Uesl results are com-
pleted, the nformation will Be ward
e rtrune the type sad entend of
srcded 3 1be creck, Kelty smd. State
ulfwials are sl wlaure huw M b clesaup
coxts will be. but estimates have gose
wlone 35 maltnn.
Kidty s d the siate will work thaely with

the U 3. Eavirenmental Prowaction Ageecy
in linding money fur the cleanup.

Dred Crevk -: st inlu 19 have high
m Septembet. Tests were made ales o
rresdeet cunstamtly Complsiard (st the
trved, 2 formet draimage Gk, senched
ot westher. He sad bis doy dvd ufter
relling w the creck.

Aler additiunal tests conlirmed higher
hvrls of cuntamunaties, g 4-lot igh srow
lence was erecied around the creek

-



